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How safe is safe?

Casualties involving hazardous chemicals account for only a relatively small
proportion of all accidents in Switzerland: They made up about 6.5% of
occupational accidents and, regarding non-occupational accidents, just 1.6%.

However, the picture is quite different when considering the resulting fatalities.
Among all fatal occupational accidents, those involving hazardous substances
account for approximately 11%,; for non-occupational accidents, it is 10%.

The data cited above are taken from Suva’s
accident statistics for the year 2025.! In other
words: During the period analyzed, about one in

ten fatal accidents in Switzerland was attributable
STAY SAFE to hazardous substances. Both toxic effects and

explosive or flammable properties played a role in
these incidents.?

This means that, fortunately, accidents involving

chemicals are relatively rare compared to the total

I+K’s C®concept can help improve chemical safety

) - number of accidents. However, when such an
(illustrative image)

accident does occur, its consequences are often
disproportionately severe. This is a good reason, then, to place a high priority on prevention.

Identifying and communicating hazards and risks are central

A key approach to prevention is the proper identification of the hazards and risks posed by
chemical substances and their communication to customers and users. Thisis a central concern
of thevarious laws and other standards governing chemical substances and mixtures. Extensive
regulations have been enacted specifically for this purpose, detailing how hazards are to be
identified and how carriers, customers, and users must be informed or warned. In certain cases,

! Suva is the Swiss National Accident Insurance Fund. It is a public-sector insurance organization and provides
health care coverage for employees in case of accidents and occupational diseases.

2 For these figures, we took into account the accident categories “Exposure to harmful substances” and “Bursting,
exploding, igniting, burning.”
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chemical regulations may even prohibit specific substances or groups of substances if their
manufacture or use is simply too risky.

This also means that the better chemical and environmental laws are implemented, the lower
the likelihood of hazardous incidents and serious accidents. This applies both within one’s own
facility and during the transport of chemical goods, as well as at downstream users. In this
sense, compliance is not an end in itself, but an essential means of making the handling of
chemicals safer for people and the environment.

What may seem obvious at first glance, however, proves to be a significant challenge in day-to-
day operations. A wide range of comprehensive legal regulations and other standards must be
understood and implemented—all while keeping pace with ongoing adjustments and changes.

I+K's C? Consulting Service: Stay on Top of Things

To support affected companies, 1+K has developed the C* consulting service. C* stands for
“Chemical Compliance Check.”

With our new C? service, we help you maintain a clear overview amid the jungle of standards
and regulations for chemical products. The compliance of products, applications, and
operational processes can be optimized. Existing risks resulting from non-compliance are
identified and can be minimized through concrete recommendations for action.

We have developed the C° FitCheck to provide a quick initial overview. You simply answer eight
questions about chemical safety—and receive a summary assessment of your regulatory
compliance. It's anonymous, free, and confidential.

We present our full range of C* services—from the basic program at a flat rate to the expert level
for specific challenges or with integrated IT solutions—on our dedicated website, Chemfit.ch.

About Us

[+K AG has been advising Swiss SMEs and large companies on technical chemical and
environmental safety issues for over 30 years. With our IT solutions, we develop efficient and
functional tools for hazardous substance management and trade compliance. Our SaaS
application SAFIN is an intelligent web-based solution for hazardous substance classifications
as well as for the creation of safety data sheets, chemical labels, and operating instructions,
which is continuously adapted to current chemical legislation and regulatory developments.

With our services, we advise and support our clients in all matters relating to safety data sheets,

labelling of chemicals, product notifications according to the Swiss ChemO (RPC notifications)
as well as according to Annex VIl to the CLP Regulation (Poison Centre Notifications, PCN).
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Our C* ChemComplianceCheck is a preventive assessment of operational chemical safety. In
line with the motto “act instead of react,” weak points are identified before official orders are

issued or damage occurs.

+KAG
Feldeggstrasse 6, 8152 Glattbrugg, Switzerland

info@i-k.ch | +4144 36422 33

www.i-k.ch | www.chemfit.ch
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Disclaimer

The above information has been compiled to the best of our knowledge, but errors cannot be completely ruled
out. For this reason, I+K AG assumes no liability whatsoever regarding the correctness, accuracy, timeliness,
reliability, or completeness of the information.

Claims for damages against I+K AG for material orimmaterial losses arising from access to or the use or non-use of
the above information are excluded.
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