
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EU chemicals legislation requires the 

various stakeholders to assess the hazards 

of substances and mixtures (preparations) 

on their own responsibility. At the same 

time, the European Commission has the 

authority to establish a harmonized 

classification for certain substances. Such 

legal classifications are generally adopted 

into Swiss law as well. 

The harmonized hazard assessments are 

compiled in Part 3 of Annex VI to the CLP 

Regulation. Substances with harmonized classification or labeling are available to 

all SAFIN users via the internal “Annex” database. For example, if you want to add 

a substance with a legal classification in the “Composition” screen and access it 

via its CAS number, this is indicated by the source being listed as “Annex.” 

 

If a substance with the harmonized classification and labeling in accordance with Annex VI of the CLP Regulation is 
selected in SAFIN, the source is listed as: _Annex 

 

Create Substances with Harmonized 

CLP Classification as Variants 

In the so-called Annex database, SAFIN provides all substances that 

are legally classified in accordance with the CLP Regulation. 

In some cases, however, it is necessary to deviate from this legal 

classification, which generally applies in Switzerland as well. We 

explain why this is the case and how to proceed in SAFIN. 

 

 

SAFIN.NET 

How can a harmonized classification be changed or 
expanded in SAFIN? (Illustrative image) 
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Changes and additions to the entries in Annex VI are always updated promptly by 

I+K. All substances with a harmonized classification are therefore always available 

in SAFIN in their most current form. SAFIN customers are even proactively 

informed about which of their products are affected by regulatory changes, such 

as an ATP. 

 

Why create your own classifications for harmonized substances? 

Nevertheless, it may sometimes be necessary to assign a different classification to 

substances listed in the Annex VI to the CLP Regulation.   

The main reason for this is that the legal classifications issued by the European 

Commission rarely regulate all hazard classes. For all classes not covered by the 

Annex VI entry, the manufacturer remains responsible for conducting its own 

classification.  

There are also substances for which the entry specifies only a minimum 

classification for certain hazard classes. In such cases, if relevant data are 

available, deviations from the harmonized classification and labeling may be made. 

Such minimum classifications are marked with an asterisk (*) in the 

“Classification” column of the respective substance entry, as shown in the following 

figure using the example of boron tribromide. 

 

Example of an entry in Annex VI of the CLP Regulation in which certain classifications (here: Acute Tox. 2 (Inhal.); H330 
and Acute Tox. 2 (Oral); H300) are marked with an asterisk (*) as minimum classifications 

Thus, there are various reasons to create a separate variant for an Annex VI 

substance in the SAFIN database. To do so, follow the procedure below. 

 

Procedure in SAFIN 

In general, self-classified substances are treated as products in SAFIN. Therefore, 

the first step is to select the “Edit product” function in the main menu (by clicking 

on it):  

 

 

https://i-k.ch/document/atps-zur-clp-verordnung-was-gilt-in-der-schweiz/
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On the next screen, click “Create” in the lower “Selection” area:  

 

 

In the “Product name (de)” field that opens, enter the name of the substance to 

be created (in this example: Di-tert-butyl peroxide), and then click “Create” again:  

 

 

This substance is now newly created in the database and can be populated with 

the available information, in particular identification data (such as CAS and EC 

numbers), GHS classification, and legal regulations (e.g., German water hazard 

class, WGK). Of course, the name of the substance can also be entered in other 

languages. 

The “Annex” version of this substance, with the harmonized classification according 

to the CLP Regulation, remains unchanged. If such a substance—in this example, 

di-tert-butyl peroxide—is to be recorded as a component of a mixture, two variants 

of the substance are available, from which one can be selected: 

(1) with the harmonized CLP classification according to Annex VI, or 

(2) with a user-defined classification (which, for use in Switzerland and the EU, 

should include at least the legal classification specified in Annex VI). 

Creating such variants can also be useful when export activities require 

consideration of the legal classifications of other countries or jurisdictions. This is 

because not only the EU and Switzerland have established such regulations, but 

countries such as Japan, South Korea, China, and others also have their own 

requirements that may differ from European rules. 
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About Us 

I+K AG has been advising Swiss SMEs and large companies on technical chemical 

and environmental safety issues for over 30 years. With our IT solutions, we 

develop efficient and functional tools for hazardous substance management and 

trade compliance. Our SaaS application SAFIN is an intelligent web-based solution 

for hazardous substance classifications as well as for the creation of safety data 

sheets, chemical labels, and operating instructions, which is continuously adapted 

to current chemical legislation and regulatory developments. 

With our services, we advise and support our clients on all matters concerning 

safety data sheets, labeling of chemicals, and product notifications in accordance 

with the Swiss ChemO (RPC notifications) and Annex VIII to the CLP Regulation 

(Poison Centre Notifications, PCN).  

Our C³ ChemComplianceCheck is a preventive assessment of operational chemical 

safety. In line with the motto “act instead of react,” weak points are identified 

before official orders are issued or damage occurs. 

_________ 

I+K AG 

Feldeggstrasse 6, 8152 Glattbrugg, Switzerland 

info@i-k.ch │ +41 44 364 22 33 

www.i-k.ch │ www.chemfit.ch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 

The above information has been compiled to the best of our knowledge, but errors cannot 

be completely ruled out. For this reason, I+K AG assumes no liability whatsoever regarding 

the correctness, accuracy, timeliness, reliability, or completeness of the information. 

Claims for damages against I+K AG for material or immaterial losses arising from access 

to or the use or non-use of the above information are excluded. 

https://i-k.ch/dienstleistung/
https://i-k.ch/pcn/
https://chemfit.ch/#services
mailto:info@i-k.ch
http://www.i-k.ch/
http://www.chemfit.ch/

