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After a one-year delay, the previous standard EN 

166 has been withdrawn in the EU. As of November 

11, 2025, products for eye and face protection can 

no longer be certified under the previous standard. 

Switzerland is following suit. Currently, SUVA 

(Switzerland's government-affiliated occupational 

accident insurance agency) lists the EN ISO 16321 

standard first on its website with regard to 

occupational eye and face protection, whereas EN 

166 is no longer listed. 

The new, internationally harmonized standard EN 

ISO 16321 was established to replace it. It consists of three parts: 

• EN ISO 16321-1 defines the general requirements for eye and face protection for 

occupational use; 

• EN ISO 16321-2 addresses protective equipment for welding; and 

• EN ISO 16321-3 contains additional requirements for protective materials made of 

fabric. 

Products that received certification in accordance with EN 166 before November 11, 2025, may 

remain on the market until their expiration date; they do not lose their status. 

 

Significant Changes  

Some types of eye and face protection are being redefined or defined differently. In the context 

of the term “eye shield,” the expanded orbital protection zone—which resembles full-view 

 

New Standard for Safety Eyewear –  What’s 

Changing?  

For more than twenty years, the EN 166 standard served as the basis for 

certifying eye protection products. It was recently replaced by the modernized 

and internationally harmonized EN ISO 16321 standard.  

Starting in November 2025, such products must be certified according to the 

new standard. Safety glasses and other eye and face protection products that 

were already certified under EN 166 will retain that status.  

Safety goggles provide protection when handling 
chemicals—both in the lab and on the production 
floor (stock photo) 
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goggles—is defined. The other three main categories (glasses, full-view goggles, and face 

shields) remain unchanged. 

EN ISO 16321-1 specifies six head shapes, significantly more than the two shapes specified in 

EN 166. In addition to mandatory tests for impact resistance and spectral transmittance, 

additional optional requirements are specified, although some criteria have been modified. 

These include optical performance, protection against droplets and liquid streams, protection 

against molten metal, and chemical resistance. This latter property, which is entirely new, must 

be demonstrated for at least the following substances: sulfuric acid (approx. 30% 

concentration), sodium hydroxide (approx. 10% concentration), p-xylene, butan-1-ol, and n-

heptane.  

In the SAFIN software for creating SDSs, the system phrases (i.e., text modules that are available 

to all licensees by default) have been updated to now reference EN ISO 16321. SAFIN users who 

have created their own phrases based on EN 166 should consider updating them. 

 

About us  

I+K AG has been advising Swiss SMEs and large companies on technical chemical and 

environmental safety issues for over 30 years. With our IT solutions, we develop efficient and 

functional tools for hazardous substance management and trade compliance. Our SaaS 

application SAFIN is an intelligent web-based solution for hazardous substance classifications 

as well as for the creation of safety data sheets, chemical labels, and operating instructions, 

which is continuously adapted to current chemical legislation and regulatory developments. 

With our services, we advise and support our clients in all matters relating to safety data sheets, 

labelling of chemicals, product notifications according to the Swiss ChemO (RPC notifications) 

as well as according to Annex VIII to the CLP Regulation (Poison Centre Notifications, PCN).  

Our C³ ChemComplianceCheck is a preventive assessment of operational chemical safety. In 

line with the motto “act instead of react,” weak points are identified before official orders are 

issued or damage occurs. 

_________ 

I+K AG 

Feldeggstrasse 6, 8152 Glattbrugg, Switzerland 

info@i-k.ch │ +41 44 364 22 33 

www.i-k.ch │ www.chemfit.ch 

 

 

https://i-k.ch/en/software-solutions/
https://i-k.ch/en/safin-en/
https://i-k.ch/en/service/
https://i-k.ch/en/pcn-en/
https://i-k.ch/en/c-c2-b3-chemcompliancecheck/
mailto:info@i-k.ch
http://www.i-k.ch/
http://www.chemfit.ch/


New Standard for Safety Eyewear – What’s Changing?  June 18, 2026 

 

© I+K AG für Information und Know-how  page 3 of 3 

Disclaimer 

The above information has been compiled to the best of our knowledge, but errors cannot be completely ruled 

out. For this reason, I+K AG assumes no liability whatsoever regarding the correctness, accuracy, timeliness, 

reliability, or completeness of the information. 

Claims for damages against I+K AG for material or immaterial losses arising from access to or the use or non-use of 

the above information are excluded. 


