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New Detergent Regulation in the EU

On March 2, 2026, the new Detergent Regulation was published in the Official

Journal of the EU. It will completely replace the previous Regulation (EC)
No 648/2004 starting in September 2029.

In addition to expanded requirements for biodegradability, a digital product
passport will be introduced, and detergents to which microorganisms have been
added will now be subject to detailed requirements.

The previous EU Detergent Regulation, Regulation
(EC) No 648/2004, has governed the requirements
for detergents and cleaning agents for over twenty
years. Swiss chemicals legislation contains
numerous  references to  this  regulation,
particularly in the Chemicals Risk Reduction
Ordinance (ORRChem, SR 814.81).

The new Regulation (EU) 2026/405 on detergents

Laundry and cleaning products are everyday .
chemicals subject to extensive requirements (stock and surfactants was apparently influenced by
image)

various recitals. Changes in supply chains and sales
processes, as well as the EU’s ambitious Green
Deal, played a role, as did product innovations, the digitalization of society, and certain lessons
learned from the implementation of the previous Detergent Regulation. The new regulation
takes effect on September 23, 2029.

Below, we outline some key changes that will result from the new EU Regulation on detergents
and surfactants.

Expanded Requirements for Biodegradability

Surfactants—that is, the washing-active substances in the strict sense—must continue to meet
the same criteria to be considered “fully aerobically biodegradable.” In this regard, the new
regulation introduces no changes. What is new, however, is that biodegradability requirements
will also apply to other materials that may be contained in laundry detergents or cleaning
agents. This applies specifically to water-soluble films and the polymers they contain, as well
as to all other organic substances that make up at least 10% of the detergent (excluding the
water content).
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However, the criteria that such substances must meet to be considered biodegradable have not
yet been specified in Regulation 2026/405, which has now been published. It is the
responsibility of the European Commission to establish the relevant specifications by March
2029 (for films and polymers) and March 2031 (for other organic substances).

Microorganisms in Detergents

The new regulation defines the requirements for microorganisms intentionally added to
detergents (Annex Il). Among other things, it prohibits the use of genetically modified
microorganisms.

Conformity Assessment

A new requirement is that manufacturers must assess the conformity of detergents and
surfactants. To this end, Annex IV of the new regulation contains a detailed description of the
procedure for verifying that such products comply with the requirements of the new Detergents
Regulation.

Digital Product Passport

All detergents and surfactants intended for consumers must be assigned a digital product
passport before being placed on the market. Manufacturers are responsible for this. Among
other things, the passport must include the result of the conformity assessment procedure, as
well as numerous other data and details. The content requirements and technical parameters
of this product passport are regulated in detail in Articles 21 and 22 and in Annex VL.
Interoperability with other digital product passports and data security are important aspects in
this regard.

Digital Labeling

The new Detergent Regulation allows for certain labeling information to be provided exclusively
via the digital label. In principle, however, a digital label can never completely replace physical
labeling but should be understood only as a supplement to the latter. When a digital label is
used, a physical label must be provided as a duplicate. The details regarding digital labeling are
set forth in Article 18 in conjunction with Annex V.

Compliant detergents and cleaning products may remain on the market

The transitional provisions stipulate that detergents and surfactants placed on the market
before September 23,2029, and that met the requirements of the old Detergent Regulation, may
remain on the market for an unlimited period.

What is Switzerland doing?

According to the information available to us, the competent Swiss authorities are currently
reviewing the new EU Detergent Regulation. In principle, the intention appears to be to make
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the necessary formal adjustments in one of the upcoming amendments to the ORRChem. Since
the new EU Regulation will not take effect until September 23, 2029, no significant substantive
changes are likely to be implemented in the near future.

With regard to the digital product passport, the Swiss authorities apparently plan to wait and
see how developments unfold for product passports for other product types (such as batteries,
construction products, etc.). It can be assumed that Switzerland is striving for the
interoperability of the various digital product passports just as the EU is.

About Us

I+K AG has been advising Swiss SMEs and large companies on technical chemical and
environmental safety issues for over 30 years. With our IT solutions, we develop efficient and
functional tools for hazardous substance management and trade compliance. Our SaaS
application SAFIN is an intelligent web-based solution for hazardous substance classifications

as well as for the creation of safety data sheets, chemical labels, and operating instructions,
which is continuously adapted to current chemical legislation and regulatory developments.

With our services, we advise and support our clients in all matters relating to safety data sheets,

labelling of chemicals, product notifications according to the Swiss ChemO (RPC notifications)
as well as according to Annex VIl to the CLP Regulation (Poison Centre Notifications, PCN).

Our C* ChemComplianceCheck is a preventive assessment of operational chemical safety. In

line with the motto “act instead of react,” weak points are identified before official orders are
issued or damage occurs.
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Feldeggstrasse 6, 8152 Glattbrugg, Switzerland
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Disclaimer

The information above has been compiled to the best of our knowledge; however, errors cannot be entirely ruled
out. For this reason, I+K AG assumes no liability for the correctness, accuracy, timeliness, reliability, or
completeness of the information.

Claims for damages against I+K AG arising from material orimmaterial harm resulting from access to, or the use or
non-use of, the above information are excluded.
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