
 

In the history of the EU, it is unlikely that laws and 

regulations that had only recently been introduced 

were watered down so abruptly very often. The 

present case is part of a larger package of 

measures that was largely driven by the so-called 

“Draghi Report.” Mario Draghi, the former head of 

the European Central Bank (ECB), had presented a 

report in September 2024 on the future of EU 

competitiveness, which did not hold back on 

criticism or suggestions for improvement. 

In a world of increasing complexity and 

uncertainty, overregulation and bureaucracy that 

stifles innovation are not exactly helpful for remaining competitive. EU political leaders 

apparently recognized this as well and began launching programs to simplify the regulatory 

framework. In ten so-called “Omnibus packages,” the European Commission presented various 

proposals for simplification. The “Omnibus VI” package focused on chemicals legislation, in 

particular the CLP Regulation. 

 

Simplification and Maintenance of a High Level of Protection  

On November 20, 2024, Regulation (EU) 2024/2865 was published in the Official Journal of the 

EU. As its title suggests, it was intended to amend the CLP Regulation. The affected economic 

operators were not exactly thrilled. Several industry associations in the chemical sector reacted 

 

Revision of the CLP Regulation: Stop the 

clock!   

In 2024, the EU made quite extensive changes to the CLP Regulation. To this 

end, it adopted Regulation (EU) 2024/2865. Over the course of about three 

dozen pages, various articles of the regulation were rewritten or supplemented . 

Barely a year after this amending regulation  was adopted , a “revision of the 

revision” took place: The “Stop the Clock” Act extended the transition period for 

various adjustments. But that  is not all . 

The “Stop-the-Clock” Act of November 2025 
extends certain transition periods for compliance 
with the CLP Regulation (stock photo) 
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strongly to the Draghi Report—not least because, in some respects, this amending regulation 

represented the exact opposite of the administrative simplifications called for by Draghi. The 

EU bodies were persuaded and subjected the chemicals legislation to a “reality check”. 

The “Stop-the-clock” regulation has now uniformly set the effective date of all transitional 

provisions for new labeling, mandatory formatting requirements, advertising, online and 

distance sales, and the labeling of fuel pumps to January 1, 2028. According to Brussels, this is 

intended to simplify requirements for companies in the EU while ensuring a high level of 

protection for people and the environment. Without the extension, the relevant provisions 

would have had to be implemented as early as July 1, 2026, and January 1, 2027, respectively. 

Following the European Council’s vote in November 2025 to adopt the planned simplification, 

the “Stop-the-clock CLP” provisions were published in the Official Journal of the European 

Union as Regulation (EU) 2025/2439. 

A consolidated version of Regulation (EU) 2024/2865, which incorporates the subsequent 

amendments made by the “Stop-the-clock” Act, can be found in the collection of legal texts on 

our website under the “CLP” section. 

However, Brussels’ ideas for simplifying chemicals legislation go beyond merely extending the 

transitional provisions. Rather, the Commission took a more comprehensive approach to 

addressing how to alleviate the overregulation that many economic operators have 

complained about. The resulting proposals are set forth in document COM(2025)531 and four 

accompanying annexes. These proposals concern not only the CLP Regulation, but also the 

Cosmetic Products Regulation (Regulation (EC) No. 1223/2009) and the Fertilizers Regulation 

(Regulation (EU) 2019/1009). Links to the European Commission’s proposals can be found on 

our website (in the EU-CLP section). 

   

What will Switzerland do?  

A publication by the Swiss Notification Authority for Chemicals from April 20251 emphasizes that 

Switzerland’s requirements for the classification, labeling, and packaging of chemical products 

should remain harmonized with the EU’s CLP Regulation. A revision of the Chemicals Ordinance 

(ChemO, SR 813.11), which would implement the “Chemicals Omnibus,” may be sent out for 

public comment in the fourth quarter of 2026.  

It is to be hoped that Switzerland will have different (longer) transition periods, since the 

incorporation of the changes from the CLP Regulation into the ChemO will apparently take 

some time, and stakeholders in Switzerland should be given sufficient time to adapt. 

 

 
1 https://www.anmeldestelle.admin.ch/de/anderungen-der-chemikalienverordnung (accessed on June 9, 2026; 

no English version available) 

https://i-k.ch/en/legal-compliance/
https://i-k.ch/en/legal-compliance/
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About us  

I+K AG has been advising Swiss SMEs and large companies on technical chemical and 

environmental safety issues for over 30 years. With our IT solutions, we develop efficient and 

functional tools for hazardous substance management and trade compliance. Our SaaS 

application SAFIN is an intelligent web-based solution for hazardous substance classifications 

as well as for the creation of safety data sheets, chemical labels, and operating instructions, 

which is continuously adapted to current chemical legislation and regulatory developments. 

With our services, we advise and support our clients in all matters relating to safety data sheets, 

labelling of chemicals, product notifications according to the Swiss ChemO (RPC notifications) 

as well as according to Annex VIII to the CLP Regulation (Poison Centre Notifications, PCN).  

Our C³ ChemComplianceCheck is a preventive assessment of operational chemical safety. In 

line with the motto “act instead of react,” weak points are identified before official orders are 

issued or damage occurs. 

_________ 

I+K AG 

Feldeggstrasse 6, 8152 Glattbrugg, Switzerland 

info@i-k.ch │ +41 44 364 22 33 

www.i-k.ch │ www.chemfit.ch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 

The above information has been compiled to the best of our knowledge, but errors cannot be completely ruled 

out. For this reason, I+K AG assumes no liability whatsoever regarding the correctness, accuracy, timeliness, 

reliability, or completeness of the information. 

Claims for damages against I+K AG for material or immaterial losses arising from access to or the use or non-use of 

the above information are excluded. 
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