
 

The enforcement of chemicals legislation in 

Switzerland is largely a matter for the cantons. In 

Basel-Stadt, the cantonal laboratory is responsible 

for checks and inspections relating to chemicals 

legislation requirements. The 2025 annual report 

presents the results of enforcement activities in a 

transparent manner, broken down into product 

and operational checks. 

Inspections of chemical products last year revealed 

a rejection rate of 65%. This means that two out of three products inspected were found by 

inspectors to be non-compliant, with as many as 84% of products inspected in the substances 

and preparations category exhibiting more or less serious deficiencies. This resulted in 22 sales 

bans and 5 product recalls, corresponding to approximately one-fifth of the chemicals and 

articles inspected. 

During the inspections, more than three-quarters of the companies were found to have 

violations, some of which resulted in financial consequences for the companies concerned. 

Against this backdrop, it comes as no surprise that the Basel chemical inspectors have 

announced that they will continue their checks. 

The detailed reports from the Basel-Stadt cantonal laboratory are available1 online at: 

https://www.bs.ch/gd/kantonslabor/berichte-und-publikationen/aktuelle-berichte#non-food-

und-chemikalien 

 
1 only in German language 

 

Basel-Stadt Cantonal Laboratory: chemical 

compliance has “room for improvement”  

In February, the Cantonal Laboratory of Basel-Stadt published its 2025 annual 

reports on product and operational inspections regarding chemicals legislation. 

Statistical analysis shows that a significant number of non-compliances were 

recorded. Quite a few complaints concerned violations that were assessed as 

serious by the chemical inspectors. 

City of Basel: High priority is given to chemical and 
environmental safety (symbolic image) 
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About us 

I+K AG has been advising Swiss SMEs and large companies on technical chemical and 

environmental safety issues for over 30 years. With our IT solutions, we develop efficient and 

functional tools for hazardous substance management and trade compliance. Our SaaS 

application SAFIN is an intelligent web-based solution for hazardous substance classifications 

as well as for the creation of safety data sheets, chemical labels, and operating instructions, 

which is continuously adapted to current chemical legislation and regulatory developments. 

With our services, we advise and support our clients in all matters relating to safety data sheets, 

labelling of chemicals, product notifications according to the Swiss ChemO (RPC notifications) 

as well as according to Annex VIII to the CLP Regulation (Poison Centre Notifications, PCN).  

Our C³ ChemComplianceCheck is a preventive assessment of operational chemical safety. In 

line with the motto “act instead of react,” weak points are identified before official orders are 

issued or damage occurs. 
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Disclaimer 

The above information has been compiled to the best of our knowledge, but errors cannot be completely ruled 

out. For this reason, I+K AG accepts no liability for the correctness, accuracy, timeliness, reliability, and 

completeness of the information. 

Liability claims against I+K AG for material or immaterial damage arising from access to or use or non-use of the 

above information are excluded. 
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