
 

The Federal Department of the Environment, 

Transport, Energy and Communications (UVEK) is 

preparing amendments to several ordinances 

relating to environmental protection. The 

consultation process for this package of 

ordinances was opened on December 22, 2025. 

According to the published drafts, a total of six 

decrees is to be revised, hence the term “package 

of regulations.”  The decrees to be amended 

include the Waste Ordinance (ADWO, SR 814.600), 

the Chemical Risk Reduction Ordinance 

(ORRChem, SR 814.81), and the PIC Ordinance (ChemPICO, SR 814.82).  

The complete package with all draft amendments and various explanatory documents is 

available here.1 

 

Chemical Risk Reduction Ordinance (ORRChem): industrial chemicals 

The ORRChem currently regulates the handling of various particularly hazardous substances 

and preparations, as well as some articles, in 38 annexes. In particular, it imposes restrictions 

and prohibitions that apply to the manufacture, marketing, and use of these substances. These 

annexes to the ORRChem transpose various EU regulations and multinational conventions, 

 
1 Drafts of the proposed amendments and the accompanying explanatory documents are being made available 

only in the official languages of the Swiss Federation, i.e., in German, French and Italian. The respective weblinks 

provided in this document are connecting to the German versions. 
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At the end of December 2025, the Swiss Federal Council launched a public 

consultation on six draft regulations relating to environmental protection. 

Political parties, cantons, business and municipal associations, and other 

stakeholders are invited to submit their comments by April 12, 2026. 

We are documenting in brief the key changes that are expected. 

The Environmental Revision Package is a broad-
based amendment of legal standards that serve to 
protect the foundations of life (symbolic image). 

https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/de/consultation-procedures/ongoing#https://fedlex.data.admin.ch/eli/dl/proj/2025/123/cons_1
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such as the Stockholm Convention, into Swiss national law. Due to dynamic legal 

developments in the EU and the ongoing advancement of international treaties, there is a 

constant need to adapt the ORRChem. 

The current proposal aims to amend the following annexes 

• Annex 1.1 on persistent organic pollutants: the production, placing on the market, and 

use of chlorpyrifos and medium-chain chlorinated paraffins are prohibited. 

• Annex 1.16 on perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) is supplemented 

with bans on the manufacture, placing on the market, and use of longer-chain 

perfluorocarboxylic acids and their precursor compounds. Corresponding bans are also 

to be introduced for foam extinguishing agents, packaging, and other food contact 

materials containing such substances. Further regulations concern contamination with 

perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS) and PFAS contamination in fluorine-free foam 

extinguishing agents. 

• Annex 1.7 on mercury: the restrictions and bans already in place on the placing on the 

market of articles containing mercury are extended to include five additional uses, in 

accordance with the decisions of the fourth and fifth Minamata conferences. In addition, 

a ban on the export of lamps containing mercury is proposed. 

The details of the proposal can be found in the draft revision and the explanatory report. 

Further proposed amendments to the ORRChem concern fertilizers and plant protection 

products. 

 

PIC Ordinance (ChemPICO): amendments of the substance list 

PIC is an abbreviation for the technical term “Prior Informed Consent.” The international PIC 

Convention of 1998 aims to organize international trade of hazardous chemicals on the basis of 

shared responsibility and cooperation. The PIC procedure means that the export of certain 

chemical substances and mixtures to another destination country is only permitted if the 

authorities there have been informed in advance and agree to the import on this basis. In 

addition, a certain degree of transparency is sought with regard to international trade with 

hazardous chemical products. 

In Switzerland, the PIC Convention has been translated into national law by the so-called PIC 

Ordinance (ChemPICO, SR 814.82). 

In addition to the principle of Prior Informed Consent, which applies to substances listed in 

Annex III of the PIC Convention, the following rule applies: All substances and preparations 

(mixtures) that are banned or severely restricted in the exporting country must be reported prior 

to export of these chemicals by means of an export notification.  

https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/filestore/fedlex.data.admin.ch/eli/dl/proj/2025/123/cons_1/doc_9/de/pdf-a/fedlex-data-admin-ch-eli-dl-proj-2025-123-cons_1-doc_9-de-pdf-a.pdf
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/filestore/fedlex.data.admin.ch/eli/dl/proj/2025/123/cons_1/doc_17/de/pdf-a/fedlex-data-admin-ch-eli-dl-proj-2025-123-cons_1-doc_17-de-pdf-a.pdf
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Therefore, the present draft revision of the PIC Regulation intends to subject various substances 

that have been strictly regulated in Switzerland in recent years for health or environmental 

protection reasons to stricter export rules. To this end, Annex 1 of the ChemPICO is to be 

expanded to include a number of substances, in particular pesticide and biocide active 

ingredients and some industrial chemicals.  

The draft revision with the list of substances proposed for inclusion in Annex 1 of the ChemPICO 

can be accessed here. The explanatory report of the authorities is here available. 

 

Waste Ordinance (ADWO): new limit value for dioxins and furans 

The proposed rule changes mainly concern organisational issues, such as the formation and 

working methods of industry organisations in the waste and recycling sector, and the voluntary 

collection of municipal waste by private enterprises. 

In terms of substances, a new limit value for polychlorinated dibenzodioxins (PCDD) and 

polychlorinated dibenzofurans (PCDF) (abbreviation PCDD/F) in residues from waste 

incineration is to be established. These undesirable and hazardous substances are formed in 

waste incineration plants and are separated from the exhaust gas stream using filtration 

technologies. Since the filters and fly ash must be treated with FLUWA technology in order to 

recover heavy metals, the concentration of PCDD/F in the residues has increased. The previous 

limit value of 1 μg TEQ/kg (TEQ: toxicity equivalent) can therefore no longer be complied with 

in many cases. According to the explanatory report, new studies and risk-based calculations 

have shown that a higher limit value is also acceptable. The PCDD/F limit value for incinerator 

residues is therefore to be set at 5 μg TEQ/kg. At the same time, the requirement to eliminate or 

minimize PCDD/F is to be strengthened. 

The draft revision document can be retrieved here. The explanatory report of the authorities is 

here available. 

 

About us 

I+K AG has been advising Swiss SMEs and large companies on technical chemical and 

environmental safety issues for over 30 years. With our IT solutions, we develop efficient and 

functional tools for hazardous substance management and trade compliance. Our SaaS 

application SAFIN is an intelligent web-based solution for hazardous substance classifications 

as well as for the creation of safety data sheets, chemical labels, and operating instructions. 

With our C³ ChemComplianceCheck, we offer a preventive assessment of operational chemical 

safety. In line with the motto “act instead of react,” weak points are identified before orders from 

enforcement bodies or damage occur. 

https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/filestore/fedlex.data.admin.ch/eli/dl/proj/2025/123/cons_1/doc_3/de/pdf-a/fedlex-data-admin-ch-eli-dl-proj-2025-123-cons_1-doc_3-de-pdf-a.pdf
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/filestore/fedlex.data.admin.ch/eli/dl/proj/2025/123/cons_1/doc_8/de/pdf-a/fedlex-data-admin-ch-eli-dl-proj-2025-123-cons_1-doc_8-de-pdf-a.pdf
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/filestore/fedlex.data.admin.ch/eli/dl/proj/2025/123/cons_1/doc_22/de/pdf-a/fedlex-data-admin-ch-eli-dl-proj-2025-123-cons_1-doc_22-de-pdf-a.pdf
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/filestore/fedlex.data.admin.ch/eli/dl/proj/2025/123/cons_1/doc_23/de/pdf-a/fedlex-data-admin-ch-eli-dl-proj-2025-123-cons_1-doc_23-de-pdf-a.pdf
https://i-k.ch/en/software-solutions/
https://i-k.ch/en/safin-en/
https://i-k.ch/en/c-c2-b3-chemcompliancecheck/
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With our services, we advise and support our clients in all matters relating to product 

notifications according to the Swiss ChemO (RPC notifications) as well as according to Annex VIII 

to the CLP Regulation (Poison Centre Notifications, PCN).  

_________ 

I+K AG 

Feldeggstrasse 6, 8152 Glattbrugg, Switzerland 

info@i-k.ch │ +41 44 364 22 33 

www.i-k.ch │ www.chemfit.ch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 

The above information has been compiled to the best of our knowledge, but errors cannot be completely ruled 

out. For this reason, I+K AG accepts no liability for the correctness, accuracy, timeliness, reliability, and 

completeness of the information. 

Liability claims against I+K AG for material or immaterial damage arising from access to or use or non-use of the 

above information are excluded. 
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