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The new CLP hazard classes: Special features
in Switzerland

Four new CLP hazard classes have been in force in the EU since 2023. For
certain cases, the transition period has expired, meaning that the new
classifications and labels must be applied.

Despite harmonization, the rules in Switzerland are not exactly the same as
those in the EU. We highlight the similarities and differences.
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statements, and codes The Swiss Federal Council has decided that Swiss
chemicals legislation should be harmonized with that of the EU. The following key reasons are

given for this:

e Preventing barriers to trade

e Ensuring a high level of protection for people and the environment
e Adapting to technical progress

e Avoiding animal testing

The introduction of the new CLP hazard classes in Switzerland was carried out in accordance
with these principles. Nevertheless, there are still some subtle differences to be aware of.

What new hazard classes have been introduced?
The new hazard classes are, according to the CLP Regulation:

e EDHHin category 1 und category 2 (Endocrine disruption for human health)
e EDENVin category 1 und category 2 (Endocrine disruption for the environment)
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e PBT (persistent, bioaccumulative, toxic), vPvB (very persistent, very bioaccumulative)
e PMT (persistent, mobile, toxic), vPvM (very persistent, very mobile)

These four new classes and categories have been incorporated into Swiss chemicals legislation
without any changes.

Introduction of the new hazard classes by an ATP

The four new hazard classes were decreed by Delegated Regulation 2023/707 of the EU
Commission.t Following publication in the Official Journal, this amendment to the CLP
Regulation entered into force on April 20, 2023, although it will only become binding after
certain transition periods.

The EU amendment regulation is also referred to as ATP “New Hazard Classes”; this is how itis
designated in Annex 2 to the Swiss Chemicals Ordinance (ChemO, SR 813.11). We have
described general information about ATPs (adaptations to technical progress) in our blog post
“ATPs to the CLP Regulation: What applies in Switzerland?”

Because Regulation 2023/707 is cited in Annex 2 of the ChemO as an “authoritative”
amendment to the EU CLP Regulation, the technical requirements for the new hazard classes
are also binding in Switzerland. This means, for example, that the criteria for classification in
Switzerland are the same as in the EU. The codes (EUH380, EUH381, etc.) and the wording of
the hazard statements also correspond exactly to the provisions of the CLP Regulation.

What are the differences?

As mentioned above, the ATP came into force for the new hazard classes on April 20, 2023,
twenty days after its publication in the Official Journal of the EU. From this date onwards,
manufacturers and importers in EU countries were able to apply the new classification rules.
However, the text of the regulation granted transition periods, which are shown in the following
ECHA chart (see next page).

An example of how to read the ECHA chart: The top blue bar indicates that for “old” substances
placed on the market in the EU before the cut-off date of May 1, 2025, the classification and
labelling for the new hazard classes could be applied voluntarily from the date the ATP came
into force. The new rules will only become mandatory on November 1,2026, i.e. 42 months later.

However, the transition period for “new” substances that were only placed on the market after
May 1, 2025, is different. For such substances, the new hazard classes have been mandatory
since May 1, 2025, as indicated by the second blue bar.

! Relevant Swiss and EU legislation can be found through our website, where all previous ATPs are accessible via
internet links.
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https://i-k.ch/document/atps-zur-clp-verordnung-was-gilt-in-der-schweiz/
https://i-k.ch/en/legal-compliance/
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market before1 May 2025

Substances placed on the EU New classification and labelling is not New classification &
required, but can be voluntarily applied labelling mandatory

Substances placed on the EU
market as of 1 May 2025

Mixtures placed on the EU New classification and labelling is not required, B\EHEEES e 1a{e]s B3
market before 1 May 2026 but can be voluntarily applied labelling mandatory
Mixtures placed on the EU New classification and

market as of 1 May 2026 labelling mandatory

Source: European Chemicals Agency, https://fecha.europa.eu/ (2026)

Transitional periods in the EU for the applicability of the rules for the four new hazard classes in accordance with
Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/707

Similarly, separate transition periods (yellow/orange bars) also apply to mixtures in the EU,
depending on whether they are “old” or “new” chemical formulations.

In Switzerland, different provisions apply in that no distinction is made between “old” and
“new” substances or mixtures. ChemO Annex 2 number 15 specifies the following transition
periods for the ATP new hazard classes:

e Substances that are not classified or labelled in accordance with this ATP may be sold
until October 31, 2026, at the latest;

e Formixtures, a corresponding transition period applies until April 30, 2028.

Swiss exporters of chemical products should therefore note in particular that different
deadlines apply in the EU for the applicability of the new hazard classes for substances or
mixtures that are newly placed on the market.

About us

[+K AG has been advising Swiss SMEs and large companies on technical chemical and
environmental safety issues for over 30 years. With our IT solutions, we develop efficient and
functional tools for hazardous substance management and trade compliance. Our SaaS
application SAFIN is an intelligent web-based solution for hazardous substance classifications

as well as for the creation of safety data sheets, chemical labels, and operating instructions.
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https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2015/366/en#annex_2/lvl_u1/lvl_15
https://i-k.ch/en/software-solutions/
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Our C* ChemComplianceCheck is a preventive assessment of operational chemical safety. In
line with the motto “act instead of react,” weak points can be identified before orders from
enforcement agencies or damage occur.

With our services, we advise and support our clients in all matters relating to safety data sheets,
labelling of chemicals, product notifications according to the Swiss ChemO (RPC notifications)
as well as according to Annex VIII to the CLP Regulation (Poison Centre Notifications, PCN).

I+K AG
Feldeggstrasse 6, 8152 Glattbrugg, Switzerland

info@i-k.ch | +4144 36422 33

www.i-k.ch/en/ik-ltd/ | www.chemfit.ch
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Disclaimer

The above information has been compiled to the best of our knowledge, but errors cannot be completely ruled
out. For this reason, I+K AG accepts no liability for the correctness, accuracy, timeliness, reliability, and
completeness of the information.

Liability claims against [+K AG for material or immaterial damage arising from access to or use or non-use of the
above information are excluded.
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