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ECHA: Melamine and three other substances
to be banned

The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) recently recommended four additional
substances for inclusion in Annex XIV of the EU REACH Regulation. If the
relevant EU bodies follow this initiative, the manufacture, import, and use of
these substances (including as components in mixtures) would be prohibited in
principle. Further use would only be possible with official authorization.

The term REACH Regulation is
actually an acronym. The letter A
stands for the English word
“authorization”.

The groundbreaking idea here is

that the use of substances with
particularly hazardous properties

can be prohibited altogether. Such
substances are included in Annex

Substance bans can be imposed by inclusion in Annex XIV of the
REACH Regulation (symbolic image) XIV of the REACH Regulation in a

multi-stage procedure. Their use is

then only possible with authorization, i.e., if the competent authority grants approval for it. In
the EU, corresponding applications for authorization must be submitted to ECHA. The decision
on this is a matter for the EU Commission.

ECHA's Annex XIV recommendation from November 2025

Among the four substances recommended by ECHA for inclusion in Annex XIV in November
2025, melamine (CAS: 108-78-1; EC No.: 203-615-4) stands out in particular. This chemical is
currently produced on a megaton scale and is mainly processed into melamine resins. End uses
include furniture, break- and scratch-resistant tableware, and other everyday items, as well as
fire-resistant textiles. The SVHC status of melamine has already been challenged in several court
cases. Its listing as a substance subject to authorization is also likely to be a “hot potato.

At the same time, it should be noted that the authorization requirement under the REACH
Regulation does not apply to use as an intermediate product (Art. 2 (8) REACH Regulation).


https://echa.europa.eu/de/-/four-substances-recommended-for-reach-authorisation
https://echa.europa.eu/de/-/four-substances-recommended-for-reach-authorisation

ECHA: Melamine and three other substances to be banned January 7, 2026

When publishing its recommendation in November 2025, the ECHA also specifically
emphasized this aspect. The agency apparently assumes that only a relatively small proportion
of current uses of melamine would be affected by a listing in Annex XIV. While the total tonnage
of melamine processed in the EU is estimated to be in the range of 100,000 to 1,000,000 tons
peryear (source: UBA, Germany), ECHA estimates the volume subject to authorization to be only
1,000 to 10,000 tons per year, or about one-hundredth of the total amount.

What should Swiss companies bear in mind?

If the EU Commission follows ECHA's recommendation and declares the four proposed
substances, including melamine, to be subject to authorization, the import of corresponding
substances and mixtures into the EU area without authorization would no longer be permitted
after the applicable transition periods have expired.

Switzerland has so far implemented all Annex XIV listings of the EU in its own legislation. The
main Swiss equivalent to Annex XIV of the REACH Regulation is Annex 1.17 of the Chemical Risk
Reduction Ordinance (ORRChem), whereby individual substances prohibited under Annex XIV
REACH have been included in other annexes of the ORRChem.

In Switzerland, the continued use of prohibited substances is permitted in accordance with
Annex 1.17 ORRChem if either an authorization has been granted in the EU or an exemption
request submitted to the Swiss Notification Authority for Chemicals has been approved. Similar
to the EU REACH Regulation, Swiss chemicals legislation also contains a special clause for
intermediate products: Section 2(1)(a) of Annex 1.17 to the ORRChem stipulates that the general
prohibitions on use do not apply to intermediate products within the meaning of the Chemicals
Ordinance (ChemO).

About us

[+K AG has been advising Swiss SMEs and large companies on technical chemical and
environmental safety issues for over 30 years. With our IT solutions, we develop efficient and
functional tools for hazardous substance management and trade compliance. Our SaaS
application SAFIN is an intelligent web-based solution for hazardous substance classifications
as well as for the creation of safety data sheets, chemical labels, and operating instructions.

With our services, we advise and support our clients in all matters relating to chemical product

safety and compliance. The C* ChemComplianceCheck offers a modular assessment of

chemical and environmental safety, which addresses, among other things, compliance with
regard to prohibited or restricted substances and preparations.
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https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2005/478/en#annex_1_17
https://i-k.ch/en/software-solutions/
https://i-k.ch/en/safin-en/
https://i-k.ch/en/service/
https://chemfit.ch/#section-c3chemcompliancecheck
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Disclaimer

The above information has been compiled to the best of our knowledge, but errors cannot be completely ruled
out. For this reason, I+K AG accepts no liability for the correctness, accuracy, timeliness, reliability, and
completeness of the information.

Liability claims against I+K AG for material or immaterial damage arising from access to or use or non-use of the
above information are excluded.
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