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Management of chemicals:
Do | really need it?

Chemicals pose numerous physical, health, and environmental hazards, the
management of which is complex.

Systematic chemical management ensures the safe, legally compliant handling
of all processes and responsibilities. Investments in safety protect people, the
environment, and companies from significant risks and consequential costs.
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The dangers and risks posed by chemicals are manifold. The EU CLP Regulation distinguishes
between:

e 17 physical hazards,
e 11 health hazards,
e 4environmental hazards.
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The spectrum ranges from explosive substances to substances with PMT/vPvM properties
(persistent, mobile, and toxic or very persistent and very mobile). In addition, there are hazards
that are not (yet) codified, such as explosive dusts, and asphyxiating gases orvapors. The hazard
classes mentioned are then further differentiated by the law by dividing them into different
categories. For example, three exposure routes are considered for the hazard of acute toxicity
(oral, dermal, and inhalation), and four different categories are distinguished for each exposure
route.

As complex as this set of rules may seem, it only reflects the diversity of substances that humans
have created. More than 200 million molecules are currently listed in the CAS Registry's
substance database. Each substance has its own hazard profile, and further risks may arise
when substances come into contact with each other and react. The legal norms designed to
protect humans and the environment from these hazards and risks are correspondingly
complex and diverse.

One thing is clear: in order to handle such a complex matter safely, nothing should be left to
chance. The magic word here is “systematic chemicals management.” This means that
businesses need to thoroughly analyze and clearly regulate all accountabilities and business
processes relating to hazardous substances and dangerous goods.

This applies to all business activities related to the transport, storage, handling, transfer,
delivery, notification, registration, and approval of hazardous substances and dangerous goods.
A systematic and comprehensive approach to managing such hazards can also be understood
from legal requirements, for example, Art. 25 (1) of the Swiss Chemicals Act.

Safety does not come for free, but we believe that every investment in chemical and
environmental safety is money well spent. After all, negligence and violations can be costly. Not
only fines and criminal penalties but also damage to reputation and financial liability can result.

C3 ChemComplianceCheck

With our C® ChemCompliance-

Check, we can help you to
maintain  an  overview  of
chemical and environmental
safety. The compliance of your
products, applications, and
operations is optimized. Existing
risks  resulting from  non-
compliance are identified and
can be minimized through

specific recommendations for
action.
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https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2004/724/en#art_25
https://chemfit.ch/#section-c3chemcompliancecheck
https://chemfit.ch/#section-c3chemcompliancecheck
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Feldeggstrasse 6, 8152 Glattbrugg, Switzerland

info@i-k.ch | +4144 36422 33

www.i-k.ch | www.chemfit.ch
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Disclaimer

The above information has been compiled to the best of our knowledge, but errors cannot be completely ruled
out. For this reason, I+K AG accepts no liability for the correctness, accuracy, timeliness, reliability, or completeness
of the information.

Liability claims against I+K AG for material or immaterial damage arising from access to or use or non-use of the
above information are excluded.
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